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ELEVENTH 

ANNUAL REPORT; 

Dated 24th MARCH 1821. 

[Presented 20th February 1824.] 



TO THE KING’S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY, IN COUNCIL. 

"V^T” E, the Commissioners constituted and appointed by His late Majesty’s Royal Commission, bearing date 
the 30th day of August 1810, for carrying into execution the Measures recommended in the humble 
Address of the House of Commons to His Majesty, with respect to the state of the Public Records of Ireland, 
and the necessity of providing for the better Arrangement, Preservation, and more convenient Use of the same ; 
Whereby We, the said Commissioners, are authorized and empowered to nominate and appoint, from time to 
time, Persons of ability, care and diligence, to act as Secretary and Sub-Commissioners, to be employed in 
methodizing, regulating and digesting the Records, Rolls, Instruments, Books and Papers, in His Majesty’s 
several Offices ; and in causing such of said Records as are decayed, and in danger of being destroyed, to 
be bound and secured ; and in making exact Calendars and Indexes thereof ; and in superintending the printing 
of such Calendars and Indexes, and original Records and Papers, as should be ordered to be printed ; and to 
certify unto the Commissioners of His Majesty’s Treasury for the time being, what would be a lit and suitable 
recompence to such Secretary and Sub-Commissioners respectively, for their pains and services in the execution 
of the Duties required to be by them performed : And We, the said Commissioners, or any Three or more of us, 
are further required, on or before the 25th day of March, in every year during the continuance of the said 
Commission, to certify to His Majesty’s Privy Council, in the manner therein directed, all and every of the 
several Proceedings of Ourselves and the said Sub-Commissioners, had by virtue of the said Commission, 
together with such other Matters, if any, as might be deserving His Majesty’s Royal consideration, touching 
or concerning the premises ; — 

DO most humbly beg leave to certify to Your Majesty, That We have proceeded on the several Works 
stated in our former Report to Your Majesty in Your Privy Council. And we beg leave most humbly to 
lay before \ our Majesty the following State of Proceedings, had in pursuance of the said Commission, from 



the 25th of March 1820, to the present time. 


STATE OF 


PROCEEDINGS TO 25 th MARCH 1821 . 


REPOSITORY. 


Sub-Commissioners 
and Others, 
to whom the Orders 
of 

The Board 
were directed. 






DUTY TO BE PERFORMED. 


PROGRESS. 


Bermingham 

Tower 

Record Office. 


Mr. Sleater. 
The Secretary. 


A Calendar to the Plea Rolls, in this 
Repository, to be formed. 


Progress making. 


Parliamentary 
Record Office. 


Mr. O’Flaherty. 
The Secretary. 


A General Index, or classified Schedule 
of the contents of this Repository to be 
formed. 


Draft continued under the General 
Heads, “ Reports, Representations, 
Resolutions, and Returns.” 






The Records to be re-examined and en- 
closed in Envelopes. 


Progress continued concurrently 
with the Draft Index- 



B ( continued.) 
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STATE OF PROCEEDINGS TO 25th MARCH 1821 -—continued. 




Sub-Commissioners 






REPOSITORY. 


and Others, 
to whom the Orders 
of 

The Board 
were directed. 


DUTY TO BE PERFORMED. 


PROGRESS. 


Rolls Office. 


Mr. Tresham. 

Air. Ball, one of 
the Committee 
of Observation. 


THE Calendar already formed to the 
Patent and Close Rolls in thisrRepository, 
to be collated, previously to the final re- 
vision for press. 

Final revision of the collated Calendar, 
of the Patent and Close Rolls for press. 


Progress continued to the end of 
Richard H. 

The like Progress. 




Mr. Fowler. 

Mr. Hardiman. 
Mr. T'o'wler; 

Mr. Edw d Mayne. 
Mr. Fra* Nash. 
The Secretary. 


The Repertory to the Inquisitions al- 
ready formed, to be collated, preparatory 
to printing. 

Final revision of the collated Repertory 
of the Inquisitions for press. 

Original Inquisitions to be cleansed and 
pressed, preparatory to their final arrange- 
ment in port folios. 

An Index of the Names of Persons and 
Places, to be prepared to the Repertory to 
the Decree Rolls in Chancery. 


The collation nearly completed. 

Progress making. 

Progress continued. 

The fair Transcript of the Index 
Nomiuum completed, and that of the 
Index Locorum nearly so. 


Chief 

Remembrancer’s 

Office. 


Mr. Conroy. 

Mr. Litton. 

Mr. Tyrrell. 

Mr. Kelly. 

Mr. Conroy. 
Mr. Ja s Mayne. 
The Secretary. 


A Calendar to the Patent, Close, and 
Memoranda Rolls, in this Repository, to 
be formed. 

A Repertory to the Decree Rolls in the 
Exchequer, to be formed and collated. 


The Calendar to the Memoranda 
Rolls of Edward 111. completed ; and 
that of the subsequent Reigns in 
progress. 

Progress made. 


Auditor General’s 
Office. 


Mr. Harding. 
Mr. Fowler. 
The Secretary. 


Indexes to the Books of Survey and 
Distribution, to be examined, and the de- 
ficiencies supplied. 


Those of fifteen Counties com- 
pleted. 


Statutes. 


Mr. Ball. 

Mr. Lawson. 
Mr. H. Mason. 
Mr. Connor. 
The Secretary. 


A Complete and authentic edition of 
the Statutes of Ireland, to be prepared and 
printed. 


Research for Statutes among the 
Records, in the Chief Remem- 
brancer’s, Rolls, and Bermingham 
Tower Repositories, and those of 
Christ Church ; and the collation, 
translation, and revision of the court- 
hand Statutes completed : also, Lists 
of Contents, extracted from ancient 
Statutes, under selection made of 
public General Acts, with Reports 
thereon, under orders of the Board. 


Prerogative Office. 


Mr. J. Ball. 
The Secretary. 


Comparison of the Entries of Wills 
with the originals, and an Index Locorum, 
to be formed thereto. 


Progress continued to Letter “ M.” 


Lodge’s List 
of 

Patentee Officers. 


Mr. Lascelles. 
The Secretary. 


Lodge’s List of Patentee Officers, to 
be prepared for press. 


No Report of Progress. 


College MSS. 


Mr. H. Mason. 
The Secretary. 


TO collate the Catalogue of the MSS. 
in the College Library with the originals, 
and prepare it for press. 


No Report of Progress. 
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STATE OF PROCEEDINGS TO 25th MARCH 1S21— continued. 


REPOSITORY. 


Sub-Commissioners 
and Others, 
to whom the Orders 
of 

The Board 
were directed. 


DUTY TO EE PERFORMED. 


PROGRBS9. 


Acta Regia. 


Mr. Connor, one 
of the Com- 
mittee of Ob- 
servation. 

Mr. Tresham. 

Mr. Erck. 

Rev. Ed. Groves. 

The Secretary. 


Collections from the Records for 
the Acta Regia Hibernica, to be formed 
and prepared for fair transcript or press. 


Further progress made on the 
Charters. 


Schedules and 
Inventories. 


Mr. Hardiman. 
Mr. Fowler. 
The Secretary. 


General Inventory of the Contents of 
the Records, in the Common Pleas Office, 
to be formed. 


The arrangement of the Pleadings 
in progress. 



AND that, at a Meeting of the said Commissioners, on Thursday the 13th day of April 1820, the Report 
on Printing, and further Proceedings, was again taken into consideration; and the Secretary having laid before 
the Board, a general Estimate of the expense of printing the Statutes, and other works of the Commission, 
the further consideration was postponed, and the Statute Sub-Commissioners instructed to complete their 
transcripts for press, without delay, if any remained in an unfinished state. 

AND that, at a subsequent Meeting of the said Commissioners, on Saturday the 27th day of May last, the 
subject of Printing was again taken into consideration, when the Secretary stated, that it had engaged the 
most serious attention of the Committee of Observation, and, at their request, he submitted certain Resolutions, 
containing the result of their deliberations respecting the printing the Statutes; after which. The Board Ordered, 
That the Statute Sub-Commissioners should be instructed to submit to the Board, their fair Transcript of such 
Statutes as they intend to include in the First Volume; and that they should be also instructed to furnish the 
Commissioners with the subsequent Volumes of the present Edition, containing their Corrigenda. 

AND at a Meeting of the said Commissioners, on Monday the 16th day of October last, the Secretary 
stated, that, pursuant to the Order of the Board, of the 27th May last, he had laid before several of the 
Members, parts of the fair Transcripts of the Statutes intended for the First Volume, previously to the entire 
of the Materials, both MS. and print, being laid before the Board for their inspection: Whereupon, it was 
Ordered, That the Statute Sub-Commissioners be instructed to prepare a List of such Public General Acts 
as they conceive to be still in force, and not to be found in the printed Edition. 

AND that, at a subsequent Meeting of the said Commissioners, on Saturday the 20th day of January last, 
the Report made by the Statute Sub-Commissioners, with the Lists ordered at the Meeting in October last, 
were laid before them, and the same having been taken into consideration ; The Board Ordered, That Copies 
of said Report and Lists be prepared, and sent round to the several Members of the Board, for consideration 
on their next Meeting. 

AND that, at a Meeting of the said Commissioners, at the House of the Right Honourable the Lord High 
Chancellor, on Saturday the 24th day of March instant, being the date of this Our Annual Report, the 
Secretary stated, that Copies of the Report made by die Statute Sub-Commissioners, with the several Lists 
thereto appended, had been prepared and transmitted to the several Members of the Board, agreeably to the 
Order of last Meeting ; after which, the consideration of printing the intended edition of the Statutes having 
been resumed, the final determination of this question was adjourned to a further Meeting. 

AND, 



Thursday, 
13 April 1820 



Saturday, 
27 May. 



Monday, 

1 6 October. 



Saturday, 
20 January. 



Saturday, 
24 March. 
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AND, agreeably to a Resolution of the Committee of Observation, the Secretary having submitted a Paper 
to the Board, proposing some Amendments in that part of the Bill for regulating the Proceedings of the 
Law Courts in Ireland, respecting the Preservation and Arrangement of the Records, and the same 
having been considered and approved of, The Board Ordered, That the Secretary should forthwith com- 
municate to Mr. Grant the suggestion, respecting Schedules and Inventories : After which, the Secretary i 
having stated, that several of the Works, which had been prepared under the Board, were ready for the 
inspection of the Commissioners at the Record Tower, the Board adjourned to Friday the 6th of April next, : 
for that purpose. 

And lastly, We beg leave most humbly to state to Your Majesty, That, at the present time, We have not 
any other matters to ofFer to Your Majesty’s consideration, touching or concerning the premises, or any further 
Measures to propose thereupon. 

All which is most respectfully submitted to Your Majesty’s consideration. 



MANNERS, C. (r.. s.) 

MEATH. (i. s.) 

Dublin, 24th March 1821. CHARLES KILDARE. (n. s.) 

WILLIAM DOWNES. (l. s.) 

W“ M'MAHON. (t. s.) 



Entered on the Minutes, 

W, Shaw Mason, Sec r . 
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TWELFTH 

ANNUAL REPORT: 

Dated 21st MARCH 1822. 



[Presented aoth February 1824.] 



TO THE KING’S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY, IN COUNCIL. 

W E, the Commissioners constituted and appointed by His late Majesty s Royal Commission, bearing date 
the 30th day of August 1810, for carrying into execution the Measures recommended in the humble 
Address of The House of Commons to His Majesty, with respect to the State of the Public Records of Ireland, 
and the necessity of providing for the better Arrangement, Preservation, and more convenient Use of the same ; 
Whereby We, the said Commissioners, are authorized and empowered to nominate and appoint, from time to 
time, Persons of ability, care, and diligence, to act as Secretary and Sub-Commissioners, to be employed in 
methodizing, regulating, and digesting the Records, Rolls, Instruments, Books and Papers in His Majesty’s 
several Offices ; and in causing such of said Records as are decayed arid in danger of being destroyed, to be 
bound and secured ; and in making exact Calendars and Indexes thereof ; and in superintending the printing 
of such Calendars and Indexes and original Records and Papers as should be ordered to be printed ; and to 
certify unto the Commissioners of His Majesty’s Treasury for the time being, what would be a fit and 
suitable Recompence to such Secretary and Sub-Commissioners respectively, for their Pains and Services in the 
execution of the duties required to be by them performed : And We, the said Commissioners, or any Three 
or more of us, are further required, on or before the 25th day of March in every year, during the 
continuance of the said Commission, to certify to His Majesty’s Privy Council, in the manner therein directed, 
all and every of the several Proceedings of Ourselves and the said Sub-Commissioners, had by virtue of the 
said Commission, together with such other matters, if any, as might be deserving His Majesty’s Royal 
consideration, touching or concerning the premises ; — • 

DO most humbly beg leave to certify to Your Majesty, That We have proceeded on the several Works 
stated in our former Report to Your Majesty in Your Privy Council. And We beg leave most humbly to lay 
before Your Majesty, the following State of Proceedings, had in pursuance of the said Commission, from the 
25th of March 1 821, to the present time. 





STATE OF 


PROCEEDINGS TO 25th MARCH 1822. 




Sub-Commissioners 






REPOSITORY. 


to whom the Orders 
of 

The Board 
were directed. 


DUTY TO BE PERFORMED. 


PROGRESS. 


Bermingham 

Tower 

Record Office. 


Mr. SI eater. 
The Secretary. 


A Calendar to the Plea Rolls in 
this Repository to be formed. 


Progress continued on the Reign 
of Edw. 11. those of Hen. III. and 
Edw. 1. having been completed. 


Parliamentary 
Record Office. 


Mr. O’Flaherty. 
The Secretary. 


A General Index or Classified Sche- 
dule of the contents of this Repository to 
be formed. 

The Records to be re-examined, and 
enclosed in Envelopes. 


Draft continued under the' general 
head " Returns,” those of Reports 
and Resolutions having been com- 
pleted. 

Progress continued concurrently 
with the Draft Index. 

( continued.) 
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STATE OF PROCEEDINGS TO 25 th MARCH 1822 — continued. 



Sub-Commissioners 
and Others, 
to whom the Orders 
of 

The Board 
were directed. 



PROGRESS. 



DUTY TO BE PERFORMED. 



REPOSITORY. 



Progress continued. 



THE Calendar already formed to the 
Patent and Close Rolls in this Repository, 
to be collated previously to the final re- 
vision for press. 

Final revision of the collated Calendar 
of the Patent and Close Rolls for press. 



Mr. Tresham. 



Rolls Office. 



Progress continued, and the first 
6 o pages printed, bringing it down 
to 29th Edw. III. 

Collation complete. 



Mr. Ball, one of 
the Committee 
of Observation. 



The Repeftory to the inquisitions al- 
ready formed, to be collated preparatory 
to printing. 

Final Revision of the collated Repef- 
tory of the Inquisitions for press. 



Mr. Fowler, 



Progress continued, and the first 
102 pages printed, comprising the 
County Carlow, County and City 
Dublin, the County Kildare, and the 
County and City Kilkenny. 



Mr. Hardiman. 



Mr. Fowler. 



pressed, preparatory to their final arrange- 
ment-in portfolios. 

An Index of the Names of Persons and 
Places to be prepared to the Repertory • 
formed to the Decree Rolls in Chancery. 



The Index completed for the pur- 
pose .of being deposited with the 
Repertory formed by the Board in 
the Rolls Office. 



Chief 

Remembrancer’s 

Office. 



Progress continued. 



Mr. Conroy. 
Mr. Litton. 

Mr. Tyrrell. 

Mr. Conroy. 
Mr. J.a’ Mayne. 



A Calendar to the Patent, Close, 
and Memoranda Rolls in this Repository 



to be formed. 



A Repertory to the Decree Rolls in the 
xchequer, to be formed and collated. 



Tbe formation of the Repertory 
completed to 1731,' and the collation 
to 1724. 

The Index to the Decrees com- 
pleted, and that of the Certificates’ 
nearly so. 



Mr. Tyrrell. 
The Secretary. 



An Index of Persons and Places to the 
Decrees of Innocents and Connaught Cer- 
tificates, to be formed in this Repository. 



Auditor General’s 
Office. 



Mr. Harding. 
Mr. Fowler. 
The Secretary, 



Indexes to the Books of Survey and 
Distribution to be examined, and the 
deficiencies supplied. 



Those for the Counties Kilkenny, 
Westmeath and Longford completed, 
and new Indexes formed to the 
Books of Roscommon, Mayo, Cork, 
and Tipperary. 

The materials of the new Edition 
having been completed, the subject 
of printing is under the consideration 



Statutes. 



A Complete and authentic Edition 
of the Statutes of Ireland, to be prepared 
and printed. 



Mr. Connor. 



Mr. Ball. 

The Secretary. 



Report made accordingly. 



To enquire and report what Acts of 
Parliament are to be found on the Statute 
Books applicable to the list of unpublished 
General Acts, submitted to the Board. 



Progress continued to’ the letter 
“ P.” 2,861 Wills having, been com- 
pared, and 172 pages of an Index 
Locorum formed. 



Mr. Ball. 

The Secretary. 



Comparison of the Entries of Wills 
with the Originals, and an Index Locorum 
to be formed thereto. 



Prerogative Office. 



Lodge’s List of Patentee Officers to 
be prepared for press. 



Mr. Lascelles; 
The Secretary. 



Lodge’s List of 
Patentee Officers. 



TO collate the Catalogue of the M SS. 
in the College Library, with the Originals, 
and prepare it for press. 



Mr. H. Mason. 
The Secretary. 
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ATE OF PR 


OCEEDINGS TO 25th MARCH 1822 ^cmtimied. 


REPOSITORY. 


Sub-Commissioners 
and Others, 
to whom the Orders 
of 

The Board 
were directed. 


DUTY TO BE PERFORMED. 


Pr ogress. 










Acta Regia. 


Mr. Connor, one 
of the Com- 
mittee of Ob- 
servation. 

Mr. T resham. 

Mr. Erck. 

Rev. Ed. Groves. 

The Secretary. 


Collection s from the Records for the 
Acta Regia Ilibernica to be formed and 
prepared for fair transcript or press. 


The transcription of th e Charters 
in all public Repositories completed, 
and the selection, transcription and 
collation of State Papers and other 
Articles of a similar kind, from the 
Patent and Memoranda Rolls, nm 
ceeded on. 


Schedules and 
'Inventories. 


Mr. Hardiman. 
Mr. Fowler. 
The Secretary. 


General Inventory of the Contents 
of the Records in the Common Pleas 
Office, to be formed. 


The arrangement, &c. of the 
Pleadings completed, and the forma- 
tion of a Catalogue thereto, com- 
menced. 



AND that, at a Meeting of the said Commissioners, at the Record Tower in the Lower Castle Yard, on Friday, 
Friday the 6th day of April 1821, the consideration of that part of the last Minutes, relating to the printing 6th AprU ,8al * 

of the intended Edition of the Statutes was resumed, and further postponed to Friday the 8th day of 
May next. . 

THE fair Transcripts of several Works formed under the authority of the Board, in the Auditor General's 
and Prerogative Offices, secured in strong binding, were laid before the Commissioners, agreeably to the 
Report of the Committee of Observation; whereupon the Secretary stated, that ft, Sub-Commissioners by 
whom these Works had been prepared and completed, were in attendance ; and same havin', been inspected 
and approved of, the Board Ordered, That the fair Transcripts of the Indexes N.minum et Locornn, to the 
Patents of James and Charles I. in two Vpls.; to (hose of .the defective Titles, in one Vol. ; to the Decrees 
of .the Court of Claims, in one Vol. ; to the Certificates of' the Conrt of' Claims, in one Vol. ; to the Trans- 
planters Certificates, in one Vol.; to the Patents of Charles I,, in two Volsi; to the Books of Assignments, 

&c. in two Vols. and to the Exchequer Decrees, in two Vols. making altogether twelve Vol,. be transmitted 
to the And, tor General of Ireland, with an intimation from the Board, that the same should be carefully 
preserved in bis Department, for ,b. Public Service. After which, it was fcrther Ordered, That the tr.ns- 
nussion of the fair Transcripts of the Will Index, in three Vols; of the Administration Index, in six Vols ■ 
and of the Inventory and Index to the Cause Papers, in one Vol.; making altogether ' ten Vols. to thl 
Regtstra, of the Court of Prerogative, or his Deputy, should be postponed, until the new Offices at the Kiev's ' 

Inn should be ready for the reception of these Records. 

A fair Transcript of the Repertory to the Decrees of Chancery, comprised in six- Vols. then unde, the 
process of bmdmg, having been laid before the Board, with Indexes Nominum et Locorum, the Board Ordered, 

That same be forthwith completed and deposited in the Rolls Office, with a similar communication from the 
Board; and that the respective drafts or rough copies of ,h. above-mention.,, Work,, should be 

carefully preserved among the other documents, in the custody of the Board, in the Record Tower, Dublin 
Castle. 



AND that, at a subsequent Meeting of the said Commissioners, at the house of the Right Honourable the 
Lord High Chancellor, on Tuesday the Sth day of May 182., the several Orders, Reports aod Proceedings 
smee September 1819, respecting the printing of the intended Edition of the Statutes, were brought forward 
pursuant to adjournment ; and the same having been fully considered, the Board Ordered, That it be referred 
.0 Mr. Ball, to inquire and report what Acts of Parliament were to bo found on the Statute Book, applicable 



Tuesday, 
8th May i8ai. 
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to the Statutes contained in the Schedule. The Board then expressed it to be their opinion, that a Supple- 
mental Volume should be prepared for the press, containing the several corrections made by the Sub- 
Commissioners, on a comparison of the printed Edition of the Statutes, with the Statute and Parliamentary 
Rolls and Transmisses ; distinguishing, in each instance, the Record by which the correction has been made. 

Thursday, AND that, at a subsequent Meeting of the said Commissioners, at the house of the Right Honourable the 

it May >8ax. Hjgh ChanceUorj on Thursday the 31st day of May 1821, the Twelfth Half Yearly Report of the 

Committee of Observation having been read, that part of it respecting the completion of the Buildings of 
the King's Inns, and the necessity of hastening the intended removal of the Ecclesiastical and other Records 
into that Building, particularly engaged the attention of the Board ; and as it appeared in our last Annual 
Report, that means had been afforded for completing that part of the King’s Inns intended for the Prerogative 
Office, the Board Ordered, That the Secretary should write in the name of this Board, to the Chief Secretary 
of the Lord Lieutenant, submitting our opinion, that the apartments allotted for the Auditor General’s Records, 
should be forthwith fitted up, agreeably to the suggestion in the Report of the Committee; and that the 
Secretary do take every means in his power, to expedite the removal of the Prerogative and Auditor General’s 
Records, in the course of the ensuing Summer. The Board also Ordered, That the Secretary should reply to 
the communication of the Commissioners of Wide Streets, respecting the Four Courts ; stating, that though the 
intention of insulating that Building, so as to secure it against the hazard of fire, had not been relinquished, 
the question would with more propriety be determined by the Benchers of the King's Inns, to whom the Board 
accordingly referred them. 

Thursday, AND, at a subsequent Meeting of the Commissioners, at the house of the Right Honourable the Lord High 

Bt March 1822. Qn Thursday the 21st March 1822, the Secretary having laid before the Board, a Report made by 

W illiam Rail, Esquire, respecting the Statutes, pursuant to order of the 8th day of May last, and which the 
Secretary stated had been submitted to several of the Members of the Board, for their perusal; It was Ordered, 
That copies of Mr. Ball’s Report be prepared and sent round to the several Members, for their consideration, 
previously to a fuller Meeting. 

The Secretary then stated, that the Thirteenth and Fourteenth Half Yearly Reports of the Committee of 
Observation, were in progress, and would be ready to be laid before the Board at their next Meeting ; and that 
the Committee would have to report under the head “ Buildings,” that the removal of the Records of the 
Prerogative Office, containing the original Wills, had been effected by the proper officer, with the assistance of 
the Sub-Commissioner employed on that Repository ; whereupon the Board, referring to the Minute of the 
6th April last, Ordered, That the fair transcripts of the Will Index, in three Vols.; of the Administration Index, 
in six Vols.; and of the Inventory or Index of the Cause Papers, in one Vol. should be transmitted to the 
Registrar of the Court of Prerogative, or his Deputy, with an instruction from the Board, that the same should 
be carefully preserved in his office for the Public Service ; and the original Drafts in the Record Tower, under 
the general order of the Board. 



And lastly, We beg leave most humbly to state to Your Majesty, That at the present time, We have not any 
other Matters to offer to Your Majesty’s consideration, touching or concerning the premises, or any further 
Measures to propose thereupon. 



All which is most respectfully submitted to You® Majesty’s consideration. 



Dublin, 21 st March 1822. 

Entered on the Minutes, 

W. Shaw Mason, Sec r . 



MANNERS, C. 


(L.S.) 


MEATH. 


. (t. s.) 


WILL" M e MAHON. 


(L. S.) 
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THIRTEENTH 

ANNUAL REPORT: 

Dated 19th MARCH 1823. 



[Presented eoth February 1824.] 



TO THE KING’S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY, IN COUNCIL. 

W E, the Commissioners constituted and appointed by His late Majesty’s Royal Commission, bearing date 
the 30th day of August 1810, for carrying into execution the Measures recommended m the humble 
Address of the House of Commons to His Majesty, with respect to the State of the Public Records of Ireland, 
and the necessity of providing for the better Arrangement; Preservation, and more convenient Use of the same ; 
Whereby We, the said Commissioners, are authorized and empowered to nominate and appoint, from time to 
time, Persons of ability? care, and diligence, to act as Secretary and Sub-Commissioners, to be employed in 
methodizing, regulating, and digesting the Records, Rolls, Instruments, Books and Papers in His Majesty s 
several Offices ; and in causing such of said Records as are decayed and in danger of being destroyed, to be 
bound and secured ; and in making exact Calendars and Indexes thereof ; and in superintending the printing 
of such Calendars and Indexes and original Records and Papers as should be ordered to be printed ; and to 
certify unto the Commissioners of His Majesty’s Treasury for the time being, what would be a fit and 
suitable recompense to such Secretary and Sub-Commissioners respectively, for their pains and services in the 
execution of the Duties required to be by them performed : And We, the said Commissioners, or any Three 
or more of us, are further required, on or before the 25th day of March in every year, during the 
continuance of the said Commission, to certify to His Majesty’s Privy Council, in the manner therein directed, 
all and every of the several Proceedings of Ourselves and the said Sub-Commissioners, had by virtue of the 
said Commission, together with such other Matters, if any, as might be deserving His Majesty’s Royal 
consideration, touching or concerning the premises ; — 

DO most humbly beg leave to certify to Your Majesty, That We have proceeded on the several Works 
stated in our former Report to Your Majesty in Your Privy Council. And We beg leave most humbly to lay 
before Your Majesty; the following State of Proceedings, had in pursuance of the said Commission, from the 
25th day of March 1822, to the present time. 





STATE OF 


PROCEEDINGS TO 25th MARCH 1823. 


REPOSITORY. 


Sub-Commissioners 
and Others, 
to whom the Orders 


DUTY TO BE PERFORMED. 


PROGRESS. 




The Board 
were directed. 






Bermingham 

Tower 

Record Office. 


Mr. Sleater. 
The Secretary. 


A Calendar to the Plea Rolls, in this 
Repository, to be formed. 


2,854 pages added to the Calendar 
of the Rolls of Ed. 1 1 . and 2,015 pages 
revised. 


Parliamentary 
Record Office. 


Mr. O’Flaherty. 
The Secretary. 


A General Index, or classified Schedule 
of the contents of this Repository to be 
formed. 


The Draft Index to the Parlia- 
mentary Papers formed ; and that to 
the Suffering Loyalists Books and 
Papers, lately removed to this Re- 
pository, commenced. 






The Records to be re-examined and en- 
closed in Envelopes. 


Progress continued concurrently 
with the Draft Index. 



D _ (continued.) 
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STATE OF PROCEEDINGS TO S5th MARCH 1823 — continued. 


REPOSITORY. 


Sub-Commissioners 
and Others, 
to whom the Orders 
of 

The Board 
were directed. 


DUTY TO BE PERFORMED. 


PROGRESS. 


Rolls Office. 


Mr. Treshmn. 


THE Calendar already formed to the 
Patent and Close Rolls in this Repository, 
to be collated previously to the final re- 
vision for press. 


The Calendar collated to the end 
of the Reign of Henry VIII. with 
a few exceptions. 




Mr. Ball, one of 
the Committee 
of Observation. 


Final revision of the collated Calendar 
of the Patent and Close Rolls for press. 


Continued. 




Mr. Hardiman. 


Final Revision of the collated Repertory 
of the Inquistions for press. 


Continued ; and 84 pages printed, 
comprising the King’s County, Long- 
ford and Louth Counties, Drogheda 
Town, and Meath County. 




Mr. bowler. 


Original Inquisitions to be cleansed and 
pressed, preparatory to their final arrange- 
ment in portfolios. 


Continued; and the original In- 
quisitions, consisting of upwards of 
5,300, numbered, to correspond with 
the Catalogue and Repertory. 




Mr. Conroy. 
Mr. Mayne. 
The Secretary. 


The Repertory already formed to the 
Decrees in Chancery, to.be continued front 
1816 to the present time, in order to enable 
the Clerks in the Rolls Office to- continue 
the same from year to year. 


Commenced. 






A Calendar to the Patent, Close, and 
Memoranda Rolls, in this Repository, to 
be formed. 


The Calendar nearly completed, to 
the end ofthe Reign> of Richard If. 


Remembrancer’s 

Office. 


Mr. Litton. 
Mr. Tyrrell. 




Mr. Conroy. 
Mr. Ja s Mayne. 


A Repertory to the Decree Rolls in the 
Exchequer, to be formed and collated. 


The formation of the Repertory 
continued 1 to 1740, and the collation 
to 1736. 




Mr. Tyrrell. 
The Secretary. 


An Index of Persons and Places, to the 
Decrees of Innocents and Connaught Cer- 
tificates, to be formed in this Repository. 


The Draft Index, which had been 
formed to the Decrees, collated ; and- 
that of the Connaught Certificates 
proceeded on. 


Auditor General’s 
Office. 


Mr. Harding. 
Mr. Fowler. 
The Secretary. 


Indexes to the Books of Survey and 
Distribution to be examined, and the de- 
ficiencies supplied. 


Completed. 




Mr. Ball. 

Mr. Lawson. 
Mr. H. Mason. 
Mr. Connor. 
The Secretary. 


A Complete and authentic Edition 
of the Statutes of Ireland, to be prepared 
and printed. 


The printing of the materials, col- 
lected' for the First Volume, under 
the consideration of the Board ; and 
measures taken with respect to a 
Supplementary Volume. 


Prerogative Office. 


Mr. J. Ball. 
The Secretary. 


THE Records of this Office to be re- 
moved to the new Repository at the King’s 
Inns. 


Removed and arranged. 






Comparison of the Entries of Wills with 
the Originals, and an Index Locorum to 
be formed thereto. 


2,477 Wills compared, and an In- 
dex Locorum formed to the same. 


Lodge’s List 
Patentee Officers. 


Mr. Lascelles. 
The Secretary. 


Lodge’s List of Patentee Officers, to 
be prepared for press. 


No Report of Progress. 


College MSS. 


Mr. H. Mason. 
The Secretary. 


TO collate the Catalogue of the MSS. in 
the College Library, with the Originals, 
and prepare it for press. 


No Report of Progress. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



1823] THIRTEENTH ANNUAL REPORT 



15 



STATE OF PROCEEDINGS TO 25 th MARCH m 3 — continued. 


REPOSITORY. 


Sub-Commissioners 
and Others, 
to whom the Orders 
of 

The Board 
were directed. 


DUTY TO BE PERFORMED. 


PROGRESS. 


Acta Regia. 


Mr. Connor, one 
of the Com- 
mittee of Ob- 
servation. 

Mr. Tresham. 

Mr. Erck. 

Rev. Ed. Groves. 

The Secretary. 


Collections from tlieKecords, for the 
Acta Regia Hibemica, to be formed and 
prepared for fair transript or press. 


The selection and transcription of 
Articles from the Patent, Plea, and 
Mem. Rolls, proceeded on, and a 
Draft Catalogue of them in progress. 
The collation of the Charters con- 
tinued. 


Schedules and 
Inventories. 


Mr. Hardiman. 
Mr. Fowler. 
The Secretary. 


General Inventory of the Contents 
of the Records in the Common Pleas 
Office, to be formed. 

An Abstract of the Grants under the Act 
of Settlement, to be formed. 


The arrangement and labelling of 
the Pleadings and Memorials com- 
pleted. 

Progress made. 



AND that, at a Meeting of the said Commissioners, at the house of the Right Honourable the Lord High 
Chancellor, on Thursday the 4th day of April 1822, the Secretary stated, that Copies of Mr. Ball’s Report, 
respecting the Statutes, were in preparation for the several Members of the Board against their next Meeting, 
on the 2 2d of the same month: After which, the 13th and 14th Half-yearly Beports of the Committee of 
Observation, mentioned in the last Minutes, were laid before the Board ; and the Board having already 
adverted to the removal of the Records of the Prerogative Office, and ordered the transfer of the Will and 
Administration Indexes, &c. to be made ; and having now taken into their consideration the Completion of the 
Buildings of the King’s Inns, and the recommendation made by them last year to the Chief Secretary of the 
Lord Lieutenant, respecting the fitting-up of the Apartments allotted to the Auditor General’s Records, and the 
measures taken by the late Chief Secretary thereon, Ordered, That the Secretary should write, in the name of 
the Board, to the present Chief Secretary, representing, that it would be expedient, that means should be 
forthwith taken for fitting up the Apartments in the Upper Story of the King’s Inns, allotted for the Auditor 
General s Records, those of the Court of Appeals, and the Diocesan Registry of Kildare ; and that the 
Secretary should expedite the removal of the contents of the said Offices in the course of the ensuing Summer ; 
And they Ordered also, That an application should be made to the Society of the King’s Inns, to ascertain 
"’hat steps had been taken by them under the Letter of the Commissioners of Wide Streets, referred to them 
by the Board, under their Order of 31st of May last. 

The Secretary then stated, That, since the last Meeting of the Board, 150 Copies of their Reports and 
Proceedings had been transmitted from London, by the Printer of the House of Commons, for the disposal 
of the Board, agreeably to the Order adopted on the publication of the First Volume; whereupon the Board 
Ordered, That the Secretary should proceed to Supply forthwith, the several Members of the Board and the 
Sub-Commissioners now employed under it; as also the Judges, and the Archbishops and Bishops, and the 
several Public Offices and Boards throughout Ireland, who were supplied on the former occasion ; and that 
such Copies as should still remain undisposed of be preserved in the Record Tower, in the care of the 
Secretary, until further Order. 

AND that, at a Meeting of the said Commissioners, at the house of the Right Honourable the Lord 
High Chancellor, on Monday the 23d April last, the Secretary then stated, that he had, agreeably to the 
instructions received at the last Meeting, examined into the state of the Repertory that had been formed to 
the Decrees of Chancery, and found, that it had been brought up to the year 1816; and, with the view of 

enabling 



Thursday, 

4 April 1822. 



Monday, 

23 April 1822. 
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enabling the Clerlta in the Bolls Office to continue the same from year to year, the Board Ordered, That the 
Repertory be forthwith continued to Hilary Term 1822, and thereupon bo delivered over to the Deputy ; 
Keeper of the Rolls. 

After which, that part of the Report of the Committee of Observation, dated the 18th of January 1819, 
respecting the continuation of the Calendar of the Patent Rolls to the Revolution, was read ; and the Board 
having taken into consideration the facilities afforded, by adopting Mr. Lodges Repertory, in continuation 
thereof, It was Ordered, That the Committee of Observation should take the necessary steps for continuing 
the Calendar, from the commencement of the Reign of James 1 . to the period of the Revolution, so as to 
render the labours of Mr. Lodge available to the Public. 

The subject of the Statutes was then brought forward, as also the several Orders, Reports, and Proceedings 
respecting that Work, together with an Estimate of the Expense of printing the intended Edition, with the 
view of coming to a final decision thereon, previously to the completion of the Annual Report; and the same 
having been fully considered, the subject was further adjourned to Ascension Day, for a full Meeting of the 
Commissioners. 

After which, a Letter, dated 1st November 1821, and addressed by Mr.Hardiman, one of the Sub- Com- 
missioners, to the Committee of Observation, was then laid before the Board, respecting a proposed Inquiry- 
after Irish Records on the Continent ; and the Board considering the feasibility of such an inquiry, and its 
great value (if successful) in any of its points, and that it would not be attended with any expense to the 
Commission, were pleased to sanction it with their approbation, and directed the Secretary to take measures 
accordingly. 

Thursday, AND, at a Meeting of the said Commissioners, at the house of the Right Honourable the Lord High 

.6 May 182a. on Thursday the l6th day 0 f May last, the last Meeting of the Board having been adjourned to 

this day, for the purpose of coming to a final decision respecting the printing of the Statutes, previously to 
completing the Annual Report for Parliament ; and the several Orders, Reports, and Proceedings, respecting 
the intended Edition of that Work having been again brought forward and considered, the final determination 
of this question was postponed to a fuller Meeting. 

Wednesday, AND that, at a Meeting of the said Commissioners, at the house of the Right Honourable the Lord 
.9 March 1823. Hjgh ChancellOTj on Wednesday the 19th day of March instant, the Board having resumed the consideration 
of the printing of the First Volume of the Statutes, which, with the several Orders, Reports, and Proceedings, 
respecting the intended Edition of that Work, had stood over since the last Meeting, the Question was further 
adjourned; and it was Ordered, That in execution of the Minute of the 31st May 1821, the Supplemental 
Volume therein mentioned, should be prepared for the press by Mr. Ball, containing the several corrections 
made by the Sub-Commissioners ; but that previously thereto, it should be referred to the Committee of 
Observation, to consider and report as to the best and least expensive mode of publishing the .same. 

The 15th and 16th Half-yearly Reports of the Committee of Observation, made to the Board, and dated 
the 22d November 1822, and 29th January 1 823 respectively, having been read ; the Secretary stated, that, 
on the 15th January last he had addressed a letter to the Right Honourable the Chief Secretary of die Lord 
Lieutenant, respecting the state of the Auditor General’s Records, and the necessity of completing the 
Apartments allotted for them in the King’s Inns Buildings ; and that he has been since informed, that the 
expense required for that purpose would be included in the Estimates for the current year* With respect to 
the insulation of the Four Courts, the Secretary stated, that, since the date of the Answer from the Treasurer 
of the King’s Inns Society in April last, he had received a Letter from the Commissioners of W ide Streets, 
requesting an immediate decision, so far as related to the site of the Meeting-house adjoining the Four Courts, 
and enclosing a Copy of a Memorial from the Ministers, Elders, and Congregation of that Meeting-house 
on the subject, Copies of which Letters and Memorial he had immediately transmitted to Mr. Sandes, to lay 

before 
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before the Benchers ; and that in the month of August last, he had received another urgent communication on 
the subject, all of which he then laid before the Board ; whereupon it was Ordered, That the Secretary should 
write, in the name of the Board, to the Benchers of the King's Inns, requesting to know, whether their 
standing Committee hive made any Report, and what determination they have come to on the subject. 

The Secretary then stated, that the fair Transcripts of the Indexes, formed to several of the Auditor 
General's Records, and of the Repertory to the Chancery Decrees, had been deposited with the Auditor 
General and Deputy Keeper of the Rolls respectively, pursuant to Order; and that the original Drafts of 
these Indexes, &c. were preserved among the other documents of the Board in the Record Tower, under the 
general Order; and that the fair Transcript of the Will and other Indexes were also ready for transmitting to 
the Prerogative Office, on the original Drafts being returned into the Record Tower for preservation, agreeably 
to Order. 

The Secretary also stated, that since the last Meeting of the Board, a second lot, consisting of 150 Copies 
of their Reports and Proceedings, had been received from London, and have, -agreeably to the Board s Order, 
been nearly distributed among the persons prescribed in that Order, and the several Public Offices and Boards 
throughout Ireland. 

And lastly, We beg leave most humbly to state to Your Majesty, That, at the present time, We have not any 
other Matters to offer to Your Majesty’s consideration, touching or concerning the premises, or any further 
Measures to propose thereupon. 

AH which is most respectfully submitted to Yota Majesty's consideration. 



MANNERS, C. (i. «.) 
W. DUBLIN. (1. s.) 
MEATH. (x. s.) 

Dublin, 19th March 1823. CHARLEMONT. (n. s.) 

W“ M'MAHON. (1. 
JsOREURY. (I. s.) 



Entered on the Minutes. 

W. Shaw Mason. 



44 - 
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